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Dear Councillor Thomas 

Thank you for your letter dated 6 February regarding the Gwynedd Secondary Sector Language 

Strategy. I was pleased to read about the attention Gwynedd Council is giving to this important field. 

As you mention in your letter, work in this field is crucial in order to reach the target of a million 

Welsh-speakers as outlined in the Cymraeg 2050 strategy, and Gwynedd Council has an important 

role to play, as do all local authorities, as we seek to reach that target. 

I am pleased that Welsh Government has been able to provide financial support to Gwynedd Council 

annually since the establishment of the Language Charter, via the main grant to Hunaniaith initially, 

and more recently via the education department in order to support the wider work of 

disseminating the Charter across the north Wales region and to other regions. 

We are also pleased to have been able to provide financial support to Gwynedd secondary schools 

for two years via the Supporting Language Use Project as part of the grant across the north Wales 

region. 

As you will be aware, in December 2017 the Welsh in Education Action Plan was published for 2017-

21, which sets out the national direction for developing Welsh and Welsh-medium education over 



the next four years, in accordance with the vision of Cymraeg 2050: A Million Welsh-speakers and 

Education in Wales: Our National Vision, Action Plan 2017-21. 

The plan outlines the intention to build on the Welsh language Charter and the secondary Language 

Use Support Pack to develop a national framework for every school location to provide a whole-

school basis for planning and offering opportunities to increase the wider use of Welsh by learners 

and embed language use practices. 

Work is already underway to put that framework in place from September 2018 onwards, and every 

school, regardless of their language category, will work within the same framework in order to 

achieve the aim of ensuring that children and young people: 

 are confident in using the Welsh language skills; 

 nurture positive attitudes towards the language, and 

 increase the use of the language within and outside the school. 

Welsh Government has set up a national working group of representatives from the four regions to 

steer the development of the national framework. We appreciate the input of Gwynedd Council 

officers to those discussions, and the work that Gwynedd Council does representing the north Wales 

region in its role as the chair of the Welsh language network within the GwE region. Welsh 

Government officials regularly discuss the developments with Gwynedd Council officers, and are 

very happy to meet with you to discuss any aspect of the work. 

As you mention in your letter, the structure of financing the Language Charter and the work within 

secondary schools has now moved to a regional system, and is channelled through the four 

education consortium. Our structure for awarding funding in this field will continue through the 

regional consortia over the coming period, and how funding is allocated to local authority level to 

implement the Language Charter and other schemes to support the development of Welsh in 

education, will be a matter for the GwE region Welsh network to decide. 

I look forward to seeing work in this field going from strength to strength, as we work on a national, 

regional and local level to move this field forward and to give the best possible opportunities for our 

children and young people to embed their language practices and be confident in using the language 

in their everyday lives. 

Your sincerely 

 

 

Eluned Morgan AC/AM 

Gweinidog y Gymraeg a Dysgu Gydol Oes 

Minister for Welsh Language and Lifelong Learning 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


